Prognostic factors and clinicopathologic characteristics of invasive adenocarcinoma of the uterine cervix.
The purpose of this study was to evaluate the outcome of patients with cervical adenocarcinoma and to determine the characteristics and the prognostic factors of this entity. This retrospective study was done in the Department of Surgical Oncology of the Salah Azaiz Institute of Tunis with 79 cases of invasive adenocarcinoma of the uterine cervix that were collected from 1990 to 1999. Survival was analyzed according to the Kaplan-Meier method. Univariate analysis of prognostic factors was performed with the test of log rank. Cox regression model was used in multivariate analysis of prognostic factors. Mean age was 50 years, and metrorrhagia was mostly revealing in 73% of the cases. Early stages (I, IIa, IIb with 1/3 proximal parametrial invasion) and "pure" type adenocarcinoma were found in 78% and 87% of the cases, respectively. Treatment consisted of a radiosurgical combination in 52 cases; exclusive radiotherapy was practiced with 17 patients. The 5 year-overall and disease-free survival percentages were, respectively, 68% and 72.4%. Poor prognostic factors were age >50 years, tumor size >4 cm, advanced stage, tumor grade, and lymph nodes and lymph-vascular space involvement. With the use of multivariate analysis, only stage and lymph node metastases remained significant prognostic factors. This report shows survival and prognostic factors that are similar to those found in previous studies, but unlike the Western countries, our results demonstrate a high rate of early stages and no increase in frequency of cervical adenocarcinoma.